Importance of echocardiography in atrial fibrillation.
Echocardiography influences at present in decisive manner therapeutic approach to atrial fibrillation (AF). The paper discusses current knowledge regarding the role of echocardiography in routine management of cardioversion for AF and regarding the echocardiographic prediction of: 1. the thromboembolism in AF, 2. the efficiency of cardioversion for AF, 3. the maintenance of sinus rhythm after successful cardioversion for AF. The advantage of TEE-guided cardioversion is particularly emphasized.